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Irrigation from wells | have not come across, and the tanks which at
one time abounded in certain Paraganas have to a great extent silted up,
but water is taken from the nallas or jores in the low-lying tracts near the
coast by means of the tenda or bamboo water-lift. Where the water had
only to be raised a few feet it may be scooped up in a sena, a sort of bas-
ket made of split bamboo which two men use. Holding by the ropes at-
tached to either side, they swing it backwards and bringing it down sharp
into the water carry the forward motion of the swing through until the
sena, now full of water is raised to the level of the water channel when

the contents are poured out.
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Another way of lifting water a short distance is with a janta (the
Karin of Bihar) made of a single piece of wood about six feet long, hal-
lowed out and shaped like one-half of a canoe; the broad open end rest-
iIng on the head of the water channel while the pointed closed end dips
into the water. When this is raised the water pours naturally into the
channel. It may be worked by one man either directly or with the help of
a bamboo crane and counter-poise as in the tenda, but cannot lift more
than a couple of feed. It is not uncommon for two of these methods to
be combined, the water being lifted by the ends into a reservoir, and from
that into the water-channel by a sena or janta.

| have seen tobacco being watered from earthen pots (mathia) car-
ried a considerable distance by coolies, but this can only be done for very
valuable crops, and where | saw it tried, it would have been such simpler
to have made a channel from the river. Mr. Banerjei estimates the cost per
acre of irrigating a field once with hired labour at from Rs. 1 with the
janta to Rs. 3 with earthen pots.8

Along the foot of the hills fields are often irrigated from the small

streams, and, the lift being small, the expense is less.
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